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quick  answer  to  a  long  question... 

ccessing  research 
formation  in  seconds 


NOV  -  6 1989 


With  the  help  of  new 
munications  tools,  Alberta 
iculture's  Research  Division  is 
ing  a  system  which  will  quickly 
vide  department  staff  with 
mary  results  of  hundreds  of 
icultural  research  projects. 

If  you  have  a  computer,  telephone 
a  modem  (a  device  which  allows  a 
puter  to  communicate  over  a 
phone  line),  you'll  be  able  to 
ckly  access  the  summaries. 

The  project,  called  Ag-Research 
,  is  an  electronic  bulletin  board 
tern.  The  technology  has  been 
und  for  a  number  of  years,  but  its 
had  generally  been  restricted  to 
ributing  messages  and  serving  as  a 

of  electronic  warehouse  from 
ch  callers  could  download  software 

nload  meaning  to  transmit 
sages,  software  etc.,  from  the  last 
em  to  the  computer  system  which 
nated  the  call). 

The  Research  Division  has 
anded  on  this  idea  and  designed  its 
BBS,  so  staff  can  access 
rmation  on  a  newly  created 
base.  The  database  consists  of  the 
maries  of  completed  research 
ects  funded  under  the  Farming  for 
Future  (FFTF)  program  since  it's 
ption  in  the  late  1970's. 

Nearly  500  summaries  are 
uded  in  the  database  from  both 
F  funding  programs:  research  and 
arm  demonstration.  The  database 
^signed  to  allow  callers  quick  and 
ible  keyword  searches.  The 
■vare  was  especially  developed  for 

distance  callers  to  avoid  long 

s  for  information,  which  can  often 


occur  with  database  searches. 

"The  software  works  very  well," 
says  Dr.  Ralph  Christian,  executive 
director  of  the  research  division,  "but 
the  overall  system  is  still  being  fine- 
tuned.  We  are  still  constructing  the 
'help'  features,  which  are  needed  to 
make  the  system  as  user  friendly  as 
possible.  That  is  one  of  our  most 
important  goals." 

The  average  search  time  for  a 
word  like  'wheat'  is  about  3.4  seconds. 


"Extension  staff  might  find 
the  system  useful  to  help 
answer  public  inquires,  or 
just  answer  someone's 
curiosity  about  a  topic  ...  we 
hope  it  will  be  a  useful  tool 
for  someone  who  wishes  a 
quick  answer  to  a  research- 
oriented  question."  — 
Dr.  Christian 


Other  searches  may  take  as  little 
search  time  as  two  seconds.  Up  to  20 
keywords  can  be  entered  to  allow  users 
to  narrow  the  search  to  a  very  few 
summaries. 

In  addition,  several  alternate 
words  can  be  attached  to  each  keyword 
to  expand  the  search.  For  instance:  if 
the  first  keyword  is  'wheat'  and  the 
second  keyword  is  'disease',  then  the 
system  will  find  the  abstracts  which 
discuss  both  'wheat'  and  'disease'. 


However,  by  allowing  alternate 
keywords,  such  as  'grain'  and  'cereal'  to 
be  attached  to  'wheat',  the  system  will 
find  any  summary  which  contains  the 
words  'wheat'  and/or  'grain'  and/or 
'cereal',  plus  the  word  'disease'. 
Similarly,  'disease'  can  be  expanded  to 
include  related  terms  like  'pest'  or 
'insect'  or  'sick'.  As  a  result,  the  search 
would  find  summaries  which  discuss 
'wheat'  and  its  alternates,  and  'disease' 
and  its  alternates. 

"The  system  is  intended  to  help 
many  different  types  of  users,"  says  Dr. 
Christian.  "For  instance,  extension 
staff  might  find  the  system  useful  to 
help  answer  public  inquires,  or  just 
answer  someone's  curiosity  about  a 
topic.  The  system  is  also  fully  open  to 
the  public. Generally  speaking,  we  hope 
it  will  be  a  useful  tool  for  someone  who 
wishes  a  quick  answer  to  a  research- 
oriented  question." 

With  some  500  summaries  now  on- 
line, the  division  expects  to  add  another 
500  references  to  research  and  on-farm 
demonstration  projects.  This  includes 
newly  funded  projects,  those  in-progress 
or  projects  with  final  reports  that 
haven't  been  publicly  released.  Each 
summary  or  reference  is  also  being 
updated  with  the  name,  address  and 
phone  number  of  the  researchers  who 
conducted  the  project. 

"Having  someone  to  contact  about 
any  given  project  is  very  important. 
Researchers  or  specialists  are  likely  to 
have  the  best  information  about  a 
particular  problem.  As  well,  our 
division  is  not  really  set  up  to  provide 
callers  —  farmers,  DA's,  scientists  etc.  ~ 
with  support  on  individual  projects.  We 


hope  to  do  much  more  in  this  area  in 
the  future;  however,  we  have  our 
hands  full  just  administering  the 
programs  we  have." 

The  experimental  BBS  will  be 
tested  for  several  months  to  judge 
reaction,  acceptance  and  problems.  "It 
would  be  fair  to  say  this  is  an 
experiment,"  says  Dr.  Christian.  "We 
would  appreciate  any  feedback  on  this 
idea.  I  certainly  invite  anyone  who  is 


interested  to  call  the  Ag-Research  BBS 
and  see  if  it  can  offer  them  any 
assistance." 

If  the  project  is  successful,  the 
BBS's  database  would  be  expanded  to 
offer  articles,  selected  fact  sheets  and 
other  items.  All  would  be  available  for 
downloading.  People  could  then  print 
out  the  information  in  their  homes  and 
offices. 

The  Ag-Research  BBS  is 


available  24  hours  a  day  at  (403)  438- 
2209.  All  abstracts  can  be  downloaded 
individually  or  grouped  by  commodity. 
Since  the  BBS  is  still  under 
development,  callers  may  occasionally 
find  the  system  is  off-line  for  short 
periods  so  that  additions  can  be  made 
to  the  database  and  new  features  can 
be  implemented. 


The  finding  of  material  injury 
and  threat  thereof  by  the  U.S. 
International  Trade  Commission  (ITC) 
caused  by  "Subsidized  pork"  exports 
from  Canada  has  adverse  consequences 
for  the  Alberta  hog  and  pork 
industries.  This  decision  will  result  in 
the  imposition  of  a  countervailing  duty 
of  eight  cents  per  kg  on  all  fresh, 
chilled  and  frozen  pork  exports  from 
Canada  to  the  U.S.  The  packing 
industry  in  Alberta  operates  on  a  fairly 
narrow  margin.  Prices  on  the  other 
hand  are  determined  by  the  North 
American  market.  I  have  no  doubt 
that  both  our  hog  producers  and  meat 
packers  will  face  pressures  as  a  result 
of  this  action. 

Unfortunately,  this  action  has 
generated  some  unfounded  criticisms 
of  the  Free  Trade  Agreement  (FTA)  in 
the  public  media.  It  has  been  alleged 
that  the  Agreement  has  done  nothing 
to  resolve  trade  irritants  and  the  U.S. 
action  on  pork  is  illustrative  of  its 
failure.  Nothing  could  be  further  from 
the  truth.  These  views  are  based  on 
inaccurate  reading  and  misleading 
analysis  of  the  Agreement.  I  have 
strong  feelings  on  this  issue  because 
the  Agreement,  in  my  opinion,  will 
facilitate  expansion,  diversification 
and  value-adding  in  the  agriculture 
and  food  industry  in  Alberta. 
Therefore,  it  behooves  us  all  to  put  this 
countervail  action  and  the  FTA  into  a 
proper  perspective. 


Deputy 
Minister's 
Column 


At  no  time  over  the  negotiations 
had  either  the  Canadian  or  U.S. 
governments  envisaged  the  complete 
and  immediate  removal  of  all  trade 
barriers.  However,  the  Agreement 
provides  for  a  progressive  approach 
towards  unhindered  trade  between 
our  two  countries.  We  have  agreed  to 
address  issues  such  as  subsidies  and 
countervail,  anti-dumping  and  unfair 
trade  practices  over  the  next  five  to 
seven  years.  In  the  interim,  Chapters 
18  and  19  of  the  Agreement  provide 
mechanisms  to  dilute  irritants  and 
enhance  the  value  of  the  FTA  in 
keeping  with  each  others  existing 
trade  laws.  Chapter  19  provides  for  a 
bipartisan  panel  process  to  ensure 
U.S.  and  Canadian  trade  remedy 
decisions  are  based  on  law  and  fact, 
not  on  the  biases  of  political  and  lobby 
groups. 

Each  country  retains  the  rights 
of  the  General  Agreement  on  Tariffs 
and  Trade  (GATT).  Canada  and  the 
U.S.  will  resort  to  the  GATT  when  we 
believe  that  trade  actions  violate 
fundamental  GATT  rules  and  process. 
In  the  case  of  the  pork  countervail, 
we  think  U.S.  law  violates  GATT 
rules,  and  there  is  nothing  in  the  FTA 
that  prevents  us  from  taking  this 
issue  to  the  GATT. 


The  federal  government,  the 
industry  and  the  Government  of 
Alberta  have  decided  to  serve  notice  to 
challenge  the  findings  of  both  the  U.S. 
Department  of  Commerce  on  the  issue 
of  subsidy  and  the  U  .S.  ITC's  decision 
on  injury  to  the  U.S.  pork  industry.  We 
will  use  Chapter  19  of  the  FTA  as  well 
as  the  GATT  dispute  settlement 
process  to  fight  these  findings  and 
decisions.  We  think  we  have  a  good 
basis  for  success  both  in  the  FTA  and 
in  the  GATT. 

Unfortunately,  these  formal 
challenges  will  take  time  and  do  not 
address  the  immediate  and  difficult 
position  of  the  industry  in  Alberta. 
The  pork  case  underlines  the  urgency 
to  address  such  disputes  long  before  the 
five  to  seven  year  deadline  agreed  to  in 
the  FTA.  Alberta  is  pressing  hard  for 
such  early  negotiations.  This  is 
important  not  only  for  pork  producers 
but  for  a  number  of  agriculture  and 
food  sectors  on  both  sides  of  the  border. 
So,  contrary  to  the  criticism  of  the  FTA 
as  it  currently  operates,  we  are 
optimistic  that  this  case  will  accelerate 
and  advance  the  cause  of  free  trade. 
The  price,  unfortunately,  is  high  in  the 
short  term. 


H.  B.  McEwen 
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Diversity  describes  '89  crop  display 


Each  plot  has  a  label  for  its  common  and  scientific  name.  Other  interesting  facts  are  also  listed 
beside  many  of  these  names.  Facts  such  as  "Canadians  consume  twice  as  many  fruits  and 
vegetables  as  the  average  American  ';  and  'the  fresh  vegetable  receipts  doubled  since  1980,  up 
to  7.5  million,  for  a  total  of  15  million  a  year',  are  just  a  few  examples  of  agriculture  trivia. 


Alberta's  farmers  already  grow 
diverse  crops,  but  have  the  potential  to 
expand  into  more  exotic  and  non- 
traditional  crops. 

This  crop  diversity  and  an  array 
of  possible  additions  were  the  theme  of 
this  year's  Crops  of  Alberta  display. 
The  display,  located  at  Alberta 
Agriculture  headquarters  in 
Edmonton,  focused  on  speciality  crops, 
plus  the  more  traditional  crops  of 
wheat,  oats,  barley  and  canola. 

"Special  crops  are  emphasized  in 
the  display,"  says  Denise  Maurice  of 
the  plant  industry  division.  "Through 
the  plots  we  want  to  make  Albertans 
aware  of  the  large  variety  of  crops  that 
are  grown  here  and  some  of  our 
potential  crops.  We  also  want  to  show 
both  the  trend  and  need  to  diversity 
our  production,"  she  says. 

Both  rural  and  urban  visitors 
appreciate  the  display,  says  its  co- 
ordinator Clara  Qualizza.  "Some  of 
the  different  and  fascinating  alternate 
crops  on  display  this  year  are 
monarda,  wild  rice,  oregano  and  day 
neutral  strawberries."  With  the 
summer  rains,  the  majority  of  the 
plants  have  grown  quite  successfully, 
she  says. 

Monarda  is  an  example  of  one  of 
the  more  exotic  plants  growing  at  the 
display.  The  plant  was  recently 
developed  by  the  Agriculture  Canada 
Research  Station  in  Morden, 
Manitoba.  The  oil  from  the  plant  can 
be  extracted  and  sold  to  the  perfume 


industry  for  as  much  as  $10.60  per 
ounce. 

A  section  of  herbs  and  spices  were 
grown  to  determine  their  adaptability 
to  Alberta's  soil,  moisture  and  weather 
conditions.  For  the  most  part  many  of 
the  herbs  and  spices  planted  took  well 
to  Alberta's  weather  conditions,  says 
Qualizza. 

Other  plants  at  the  display  can  be 
sampled.  Many  of  the  herbs  and  spices 
grown  at  the  display  have  pronounced 
flavors.  Among  the  more  popular 


samples  are  the  leaves  of  a  peppermint 
or  spearmint  leaf  or  the  licorice  taste 
of  the  coriander  plant. 

The  Crops  of  Alberta  display  was 
set  up  with  signs  describing  each  crop, 
making  it  easy  for  the  public  to 
wander  through  on  their  own. 


REGIONAL  REVIEW 


Editor's  Note  . . . 

Regional  Review  was  compiled  as  a 
summary  of  the  summer  special  events 
that  took  place  throughout  Alberta 
Agriculture's  different  regions.  Take  a 
minute  to  read  through  and  discover 
what  happened  this  summer  across  the 
province. 

REGION  1  -  Lethbridge 

The  Lethbridge  Research  Center 
was  the  site  of  the  latest  up-to-date 
information  on  production  practices 


for  irrigated  crops.  Focusing  on  weed 
disease  and  insect  control  and 
identification,  Ken  MacPhail  says  the 
success  of  the  workshop  was  the 
hands-on,  practical  experience.  A 
Lethbridge  family  physiologist 
lectured  participants  on  handling 
producer  personalities  when  dealing 
with  chemical  complaint 
investigations.  For  more  information 
on  the  Irrigated  Crop  Protection 
Workshop,  call  Ken  MacPhail  at 
545-2233  or  Blair  Shaw  at  381-5124. 


REGION  2  -  Airdrie 

A  blade  cultivar  field  day  and 
an  electric  fencing  field  day  was  held 
in  the  Hanna  district,  with  40 
producers  attending  the  two  field  days. 
Agricultural  Society  summer  fairs 
were  supported  by  district  home 
economists  in  the  form  of  judging, 
organizing  and  setting  up  displays.  A 
large  crowd  of  producers  attended  a 
seminar  called  "Zero  in  on  Carcass 
Quality"  held  in  High  River.  Speakers 
from  Canada,  United  States  and  a 
panol  of  meat  industry  personnel 


discussed  the  future  demands  of 
consumers  with  respect  to  carcass 
quality. 

The  Farm  business  management 
branch  and  the  Old's  district  office 
combined  talents  to  enter  the  best 
decorated  office  and  staff  competitions 
during  the  Old's  fair,  August  1 1  and 
12.  The  farm  business  management 
branch  office  made  a  petting  zoo  with  a 
corral,  straw,  miniature  farm 
buildings  and  collection  of  stuffed  toys 
that  included  everything  from  geese  to 
horses. 

REGION  3 -Red  Deer 

Region  3  was  host  this  summer  of 
the  Provincial  Agriculture  Service 
Board  tour.  Approximately  514 
participants  plus  185  spouses  and  80 
children  attended  the  tour.  One  stop 
made  by  the  delegates  was  the 
Markerville  Creamery  museum.  The 
museum,  restored  to  its  1932  vintage 
was  a  working  creamery  from 
1897until  1972  and  has  won  many 
awards  for  its  fine  quality  butter. 
Delegates  reacted  favorably  to  all  the 
tour  programs,  says  Joyce  Lencucha, 
Red  Deer's  regional  home  economist. 
Staff  from  both  Red  Deer  and  Lacombe 
counties  assisted  with  the  planning  of 
this  tour. 

Savor  Alberta  Flavor  was 
highlighted  at  Westerner  Days. 
Exhibition  organizers  report  that 
76,787  people  attended  the  exhibition. 
About  7300  food  samples  were  given 
out,  with  over  3500  people  entering 
draws  for  food  hampers.  There  was 
strong  client  interest  in  the  display  as 
people  came  into  the  booth  to  look  at 
the  product  packages.  Many  people 
wanted  more  product  information 
[price,  where  the  product  is  available, 
description  of  retail  packaging).  This 
was  particularly  true  for  'First 
feneration  Chocobars'  and  'Bolls 
Natural  Spring  Water'.  Several  people 
wanted  to  purchase  products 
mmediately  and  were  disappointed 
hat  packages  weren't  for  sale. 
Support  materials  from  AFPA  were 
ippreciated  and  the  "Alberta  made" 
nagnets  were  a  hit. 


REGION  4 -Vermilion 

Region  4  was  hopping  during  the 
busy  summer  months.  Both  DA's  and 
DHE's  throughout  the  region  co- 
ordinated and  or  participated  in 
numerous  field  days.. 

Six  field  days  were  devoted  to  the 
Blade  Tillage  project.  Three  of  them 
were  conducted  by  Murray  Green, 
Alberta  Agriculture  farm  machinery 
engineer  in  Airdrie.  Monica  King, 
DHE  for  St.  Paul,  co-ordinated  a  Field 
Pea  Day.  Those  on  the  tour  enjoyed  a 
noon  luncheon,  which  included  several 
dishes  made  from  local  fieldpeas.  A 
presentation  on  the  nutritional 
properites  of  field  peas  was  well 
received  by  participants,  notes  King. 

The  Savor  Alberta  Flavor 
program  was  promoted  through 
luncheons  and  various  promotions 
during  July  and  August.  Over  3000 
food  samples  were  handed  out  by 
program  promoters  at  the  Vermilion 
Fair. 

REGION  5  -Barrhead 

In  addition  to  postponing  haying, 
July  rains  contributed  to  the  generous 
rainfall  amounts  in  May  and  June 
resulting  in  a  beaver  population  boom 
throughout  the  region.  Their  dams 
have  created  many  agricultural  and 
other  problems  to  landowners.  Rain 
and  hail  resulted  in  significant  lodging 
and  crop  loss  with  an  estimated  70,000 
acres  of  crop  damaged  by  hail  with 
losses  ranging  from  10  to  100  per  cent. 

Two  major  projects  are  underway 
this  summer.  One  is  to  assess  the 
effectiveness  and  limitations  of  a 
windmill  for  dugout  aeration  and 
livestock  water  pumping.  The  project 
is  being  conducted  in  co-operation  with 
the  Pembina  Forage  Association  in  the 
Westlock  area.  The  other  is  an  on- 
farm  demonstration  project  with  the 
Pro-Gro  Canola  Club  in  the  Fort 
Saskatchewan  area.  It  involves  petal 
plating  to  assist  decision  making  on 
spraying  for  Sclerotinia  control. 


The  Barrhead  region  is  becoming 
the  field  pea  and  fababean  production 
capital  of  Alberta.  Both  crops,  whose 
excellent  progress  and  yield  potential 
(barring  early  frost)  with  some  pea 
fields,  estimated  to  yield  4800  pounds 
per  acre!  Grass  seed  crops  -  timothy, 
meadow  foxtail  and  smooth  brome  - 
have  potential  of  higher  than  average 
yields  this  year  but  rank  growth,  poor 
pollination  and  late  maturity  will 
likely  result  in  below  average  yields  of 
legume  seed  crops. 

REGION  6  -  Fairview 

July  hail  storms  hit  region  6  with 
a  bang.  It  took  only  two  storms  to 
damage  120,000  acres  of  crop,  with  the 
majority  of  the  loss  estimated  at  100 
percent.  The  areas  hardest  hit  were 
Manning,  Fairview  and  Spirit  River. 

Game  players  take  note!  Get 
ready  for  FutureSim  II.  For  the  past 
couple  of  months,  Lee  Melville, 
Fairview's  regional  marketing 
specialist,  has  been  working  on  this 
commodity  trading  game  to  get  it 
completed  and  ready  for  players  by  the 
end  of  October. 

In  July  '88,  18  Fairview  College 
agriculture  students  toured  the  Soviet 
Union  for  three  weeks.  On  August  29, 
18  students  and  three  instructors  from 
Minsk,  Kiev  and  Stavropol  Colleges, 
will  participate  in  the  first  ever 
Canada/Soviet  student  agriculture 
exchange.  During  their  stay,  the 
students  will  be  welcomed  by  host 
billets  in  both  a  rural  and  small  town 
atmosphere.  The  tour  will  focus  on  the 
experience  of  a  Canadian  harvest,  says 
Fairview  DA  Dale  Seward. 
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TEST  Yourself 
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Words  with  similar  pronunciations  but  different 
spellings  often  give  us  trouble  in  writing  and  can  cause  a 
great  deal  of  embarrassment. 

Take  this  quiz  to  determine  how  well  you  can 
identify  these  words. 

L.    Does  (anybody,  any  body)  know  where  the  (cite, 
site)  is  located? 

2.  (They're,  Their,  There)  going  to  visit  (they're,  their, 
there)  relatives  who  live  (they're,  their,  there). 

3.  Business  etiquette  is  primarily  based  on  the 
(principles,  principals)  of  good  manners. 

4.  Employees  say  that  his  anger  is  an  (everyday, 
every  day)  occurrence. 

5.  (Whose,  Who's)  report  is  due  first? 

6.  Your  efforts  (compliment,  complement)  the  overall 
goals  of  the  company. 

7.  Politicians  (canvas,  canvass)  their  districts. 


ANSWERS 

s'SBAUBD  l 
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SOURCE:  (Communication  Briefings,  June  1989;  Personnel  Journal,  245  Fischer  Ave.,  Costa  Mesta,  CA  92626) 


On 

the 
Move 


Welcome  to  the  following  people 
who  have  recently  joined  Alberta 
Agriculture: 

Kerry  Gamble,  Lynn  Taylor, 
Dean  Hubbard,  Ronald  Clouston, 
Randy  Hellmer,  Lavonne  Stebanuk, 
Clarence  Dmytrin,  Jane  L. 
Palichuk,  Norman  Rozmahel, 
Theresa  Wardwa,  Mumtaz  Qureshi, 
Marie  Gordon,  Elma  Beckman, 
Lucia  James-Davis  and  Shauna 
Gagne 

Transfers: 

Linda  Hansen,  formerly  with 
Statistics  Branch  is  now  with  the 
Alberta  Tree  Nursery  and  Horticulture 


Centre;  Ronald  Koots,  Drumheller 
DA,  is  now  with  the  Rimbey  office; 
Kenneth  King  is  Three  Hill's  new 
district  agriculturalist;  district 
agriculturalist  Elaine  Ryl  is 
transferring  from  Manning  office  to 
Drayton  Valley;  Jo-Ann  Hall,  DHE 
from  Fort  Saskatchewan  is  now  with 
the  Home  Economics  Branch  in 
Edmonton;  Pat  Hawkings,  formerly 
Stony  Plain's  DA,  is  now  with  the 
Conservation  and  Development 
Branch  in  Red  Deer;  and  Donald 
Wentz  is  with  Conservation  and 
Development  in  Lethbridge. 


Good  luck  to  the  following  people  as 
they  leave  Alberta  Agriculture: 
Gerald  Laarhuis,  Deb  O'Reilly, 
Robert  Drysdale,  Dorothy  Davis, 
Wayne  Jensen,  Charlene  Kuntz  and 
Leslie  Wetter. 


